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INTRODUCTORY 




[I lOUT twenty-five years ago, drawing- 
room entertainments came into vogue. 
The fashion first saw light in Lon- 
don, and at once sprang into popu- 
larity. Performers at the local music 
halls and theatres found themselves easily earn- 
ing double and even quadruple salaries, and New 
York artists, tempted by the large gains of their 
lucky brothers in London, flocked across the 
ocean every summer to chase the nimble English 
shillings by singing American songs, playing 
American banjos and doing Yankee stunts of all 
degrees of merit, good and bad. Ten years later 
the fashion was adopted on this side of the At- 
lantic. For a time the social clubs monopolized 
the custom, but gradually it crept into drawing- 
rooms, and a dinner, an afternoon tea, a chil- 
dren's party, or an evening reception without 
"Talent" of some sort to help the host or the 
hostess out, was as unusual as the reverse had 
hitherto been. But a difficulty arose. People 
occasionally aooeared at these functions who were 



utterly out of place, and who brought confusion 
and dismay upon host and guests alike. The 
necessity for a "middle-man" was apparent ; one 
who should be responsible not only for the char- 
acter of the work to be done, but also for the 
safe payment of the fee, which uijder the old 
plan had sometimes failed. In this way the local 
amusement bureau was inaugurated. 

Two years ago, believing that Chicago was 
ready for the same experiment, this exchange was 
established. From the first it has been a suc- 
cess, and now at the beginning of its third 
year, it comes before the public with a definite 
announcement of its purpose and ability. That 
such an agency is a necessary adjunct to social 
life in this city, there is no room for doubt, and 
that this Exchange can supply this need we beg 
the public to believe. Is some one required to 
direct the children's party which you are con- 
templating? This bureau can send a charming 
young girl to plan the games, to make the "bran- 
pie," to arrange the menu, to receive the little 
guests, to sing and play and tell stories and take 
all the care upon her experienced shoulders. 
Does your church propose a Xmas entertainment 
for the Sunday school, or desire to give some 
concerts and lectures at intervals through the 
winter? We can furnish the first and clan the 



others with the certainty of success that comes ^ 
only through long experience. Lodge enter- 
tainments, lawn-fetes, every kind of feast or 
festival can be arranged and carried to a suc- 
cessful conclusion by this exchange, whose busi- 
ness it is to put people into the places where 
their work will bring the right results. We have 
a "shadowgraph" man, a ventriloquist, a Punch 
and Judy, and a magician. We have musicians 
who can play at weddings, at card parties and at 
receptions. We have splendid singers, who can 
shine in classical concerts in the great halls, and 
others who sing "coon-songs" to entertain at 
dinners, "smokers" and on vaudeville programs. 
Every artist whose name appears in this little 
book is of sterling merit in his or her especial 
line, and the management believes that their value 
will be recognized, that the Chicago public will 
be quick to respond to this sincere and earnest 
effort to establish a reliable and permanent 
bureau, which directly appeals to the large 
class who are able and willing to pay for 
satisfactory talent, to be employed as described. 




MR. HUBBARD 




IMONG the men playing leading parts Elbert 
I on the stage of American public Hubbard 
affairs to-day there is none more 
widely known or better beloved than 
I Elbert Hubbard, socialist and author, 
economist and poet, chief of the Roycrofters, 
and prince of good fellows. His name is a house- 
hold word; his 'Thilistine" lies on every table in 
the land, and his beautiful books are the joy and 
pride of the bibliomaniac. Not to know Fra 
Elbertus, ind of his splendid experiment in right 
living at East Aurora, the little New York vil- 
lage which he has immortalized, is to argue 
one's self unknown. His platform talk about 
the work of the Roycrofters is inimitable. It is 
not a lecture in the usual acceptance of the term, 
but it is the most unique, fascinating and inter- 
esting address the close of the nineteenth cen- 
tury has produced, and which will never be 
equaled, for there will live but one Elbert Hub- 
bard. His talk is a curious mixture of "horse 
sense" and a "moving of the spirit," declared an 
admirer, and perhaps that is the best description 
in the fewest words. 

Mr. Hubbard may be engaged for a limited 
number of talks in Chicago and vicinity, and 
this Exchange is very proud of the opportunity 
to oflfer his name. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Daintv Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3U-3iS> Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MISS BENFEY 




jISS BENFEY stands at the very head Ida 
] of the long list of women entertain- Benfey 
ers. It is not probable that this dis- 
tinction would be questioned by any 
I one, even by those ambitious to shine 
in the same profession, and certainly not among 
the thousands who have fallen under the spell of 
her wonderful talent. Both in America and in 
Ehgland, she has achieved a remarkable success. 
Her work is original and unique, and it is not 
likely that this generation will see any one who 
could be called in any' sense a rival. She tells 
the story of whole novels in an evening, a feat 
which no one rpparently could perform. It is 
quite impossible to express in words the charm 
of this wonderful work, which, for literary merit, 
dramatic force, and genuine entertainment has 
absolutely no equal. Miss Benfey will be at 
liberty to accept engagements in Chicago and 
vicinity, during February. 

•• LHS MISERABLES.' " THE MILL ON THE FLOSS." 

By Victor Hugo. By Gborgb Eliot. 

Synopsis of the Rrading:— Synopsis of thb Rbading:— 
Jean Valjean's Inter view with the Bishop. Maggie Tulliver's Home Environment 
The Champmathieu Affair : "Is it right when a Child. Her Love for Tom : "I 
to allow an ignoble person to suffer your wouldn't mind what you did — I'd forgive 
punishment that you may go free to ac- you and love you." Mr. TulHver's Fail- 
complish a great good ? " Jean Valjean's ure in Business and his Curse on Law\ er 
Dicision. Cosette. The Escape to the Walcem, Whom be Considers the Cause 
Convent. The Gamin Gavroche and his Maggie's Poverty and Loneliness; Her 
Fatherly Care of the Two Children. Hunger for Companionship, Until She is 
Jean Valjean Discovers Cosette's Love Capab'e of Understanding the Sympathy 
for Marius. The Barricade and the of Love which May Come to a Girl of 
Sewer, ^avert Commits Suicide — Is it Seventeen. Philip Walcem, the Friend 
Because It Seems to him the only honor- and Lover. Stepnen Guest — the Only 
able Course of Action? Jean Valjean's Tangible Part of the Glad, Beautiful 
ast humiliation. The End. World which Maggie Ever Knew. 
Miss Benfey impersonates eight Maggie's Temptation; her Great Strug- 
characters in telling this wonderful story. gle ; the Decision to Cling to the Right. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amasement Exchange* 
Suite 314-315J Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736, 




MR. GAMBLE 




J HE management is especially honored Ernest 
by permission to announce for a lim- Gamble 
ited number of recitals, the distin- 
guished American basso, Mr. Ernest 
Gamble. Of his work too much can- 
not be said. Press and public everywhere con- 
cede him the place which Whitney held for so 
many years. His graceful unaffected manner, 
his glorious voice, and the rare and precious gift 
of expression which he possesses, make his sing- 
ing a positive delight. During the time placed 
with this management, Mr. Gamble may be en- 
gaged for solo work, for recitals either public 
or private, giving the entire program, with Mr. 
Edwin Shonert at the piano, or for a concert 
program, supported by Mdme. Cecilia Epping- 
housen Bailey, soprano; Miss Ruth Anderson, 
violinist, and Shonert, pianist. 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315 » Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MISS BLYE 




jHE popular idea that a "virtuoso" Birdice 
cannot be young and attractive is set Blye 
at naught by this gifted young girl, 
who, although her years are few, has 
achieved a measure of distinction 
which may well be envied by many artists who 
are greatly her senior. The favorite pupil of Ru- 
binstein, she has had an exceptionally brilliant 
career, from her first appearance in concert, when 
a child of only five years, up to the present time. 
At ten years of age she aroused a furore of en- 
thusiasm in London and in the Continental cities, 
where she was known as the "child wonder." 
Following this Miss Blye began her studies at 
the academy in London, then with Rafael Joseffy 
in New York, at the Berlin Royal Conservatory, 
with Dr. Hans von Bulow, and finally with the 
incomparable Rubinstein, who introduced her to 
the leading musicians of Germany as "The great 
American pianist." This happy beginning was 
followed by a series of wonderfully successful 
concerts in London, Paris, Dresden, Vienna, Ber- 
lin and other great musical centers of the Old 
World, at the same time appearing privately be- 
fore the most distinguished people, and under the 
most favorable auspices ever accorded an Amer- 
ican artist. Her brilliant success seems the ful- 
fillment of the prophecy of her friend and mas- 
ter, the great Rubinstein. Miss Blye will pass 
the present winter in Chicago, and may be se- 
cured for concerts and recitals in the city, and 
for very brief trips to points not more than 500 
miles distant. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. DICK 




|HIS eminent violin virtuoso came Mr. Maximilian 
from a long musical ancestry. The Dicli 

I very violin which he habitually uses 
and which has won such distinguished 

1 praise was played upon by his mother, 
uncle and grandfather — all exceptionally fine vio- 
linists. Maximilian Dick, therefore, acquired 
with his first lessons the best traditions of violin 
technique. He was put through the rigorous 
training which falls to the true music disciple, 
afterwards being sent to Leipzig, where for four 
years he continued his work under Herman and 
Sitt. Upon his return his first appearance was 
at the Metropolitan Opera House, New York, 
accompanied by the Seidl Orchestra. His play- 
ing so aroused the audience that he was four 
times recalled. Since then he has visited every 
section of our country, appearing with immense 
success in all the large cities. 

His playing is characterized by breadth, virility 
and a noble, individual tone quality, — but better 
yet, by the deep feeling pervading every phase 
and sealing each new interpretation with the un- 
mistakable stamp of genius. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Bunding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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jITHOUT instituting comparisons, Ritchie 
which Mrs. Malaprop assures us are 
I always "odorous," the management 
does not hesitate to declare that for 
pure, wholesome and unqualified 
amusement the entertainment of magic presented 
by Ritchie has no superior in this or any other 
city. Few professional "road" magicians have a 
more complete equipment than this young artist. 
Every dollar of his earnings during the past two 
years has been expended in paraphernalia, and 
the result is now apparent in his ability to per- 
form the difficult feats hitherto attempted only 
by the great Hermann, Kellar and the best artists 
in this work. In addition to his mechanical exhi- 
bition of magic, Ritchie possesses an extraordi- 
nary ability in sleight-of-hand. The management 
asserts without fear of challenge that in this re- 
spect he has no superior, and the long list of 
successful engagements played by him in Chi- 
cago and vicinity bears ample testimony that this 
encomium is deserved. Mr. Ritchie is an espe- 
cially happy selection for children's entertain- 
ments. Sunday schools in search of an appro- 
priate and desirable holiday diversion would find 
him a wise choice. He is available also for clubs 
and lodges for an entire evening (assisted by 
Mrs. Ritchie, "Snowball" and two musicians), 
or he will give a half-hour act on vaudeville or 
miscellaneous programs. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315) Inter Ocean Buuding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MRS. STETSON 




HERE is probably no woman in Mrs. Charlotte 
America to-day who commands the Perkins 
attention of the best minds of this ^^^^^ 
country and Europe in the same de- 
gree as Mrs. Charlotte Perkins Stet- 
son. Her book, "Women and Economics," is 
everywhere recognized as the bravest, brightest, 
most original, and most readable volume on 
women — what their relations are, and what their 
relations ought to be, to society as a whole — 
that has ever been brought out. It is making its 
way all over the United States; it is selling 
equally well in England; and it is being trans- 
lated into French, German, Dutch, and Swedish. 
It is one of the few American books that are 
making a world-appeal. 

But, brilliant and helpful writer though she is, 
it is, perhaps, as a public speaker that Mrs. Stet- 
son makes her most efifective appeal. Sprung 
from the celebrated Beecher stock, her gift of 
ready and eloquent speech seems inborn and al- 
most more characteristic of her genius than is 
her writing. She speaks as she thinks, clearly, 
quietly, and in a perfectly straightforward and 
simple manner, but with something in her utter- 
ance so magnetic and out of the common that 
she wins a unique attention from all her hearers. 
Mirs. Stetson will give all of November and 
part of December to her lectures and may be 
secured in Chicago and vicinity during that 
period. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Daintv Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




THE LYRIC QUARTETTE 



MISS Carpenter 
Mr. Sincere 



Miss Carson 
Mr. Drott 




gaO MORE delightful evening can be The 
secured for clubs or for lodge and J-y"c 
church entertainments than that given Q"*"«*** 
by this charming group of young peo- 
ple. Each member of the organization 
is a thorough musician, two of them are well- 
known church choir singers, one has traveled ex- 
tensively as a professional, and one is a skilled 
and clever amateur in the field of comic opera. 
They sing delightfully and they have youth, 
energy and enthusiasm. A good mixed quartette 
has been in constant demand for several years, 
and the Lyric has been especially organized to 
meet this want. This company can be se- 
cured for an entire evening, giving a full concert 
program, or they will appear in conjunction with 
other artists, making a delightful contrast to 
violin solos, readers, or harpists. They are pre- 
pared to sing at weddings, afternoon receptions, 
and at funerals if desired. Nothing sweeter or 
more tuneful has been offered to Chicago 
audiences than the English folk songs, which are 
given only by this quartette. Included in their 
repertoire are the following selections, especially 
chosen, and carefully rehearsed for their work 
in Chicago and suburbs : 

Finale from Faust 

Spinning Wheel Quartette, from Martha 

Quartette from Rigoletto 

A group of four English folk-songs ( by permission) 

Pickaninny Quartette, from Runaway Gu-1 

My I^ady Lou 

Because, and others 

This quartette gives a careful production of 
"In a Persian Garden,'* in which they are assisted 
by Mrs. Laura Dainty Pelham, who introduces 
an interpretative reading of the poem. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736, 
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MISS THOMSON 




JITHIN a few years recitals have be- Mary 
I come the most popular form of P«cl^ 
i musical entertainment. Before that Thomson 
time a program was not considered 
complete unless five, six, or even a 
greater number of artists appeared. Variety 
was considered, and too often merit was sacri- 
ficed. All that is changed. There is something 
new under the sun. Modern methods of culture 
enable artists without fatigue to give complete 
programs, and rarely now are more than two or 
three performers heard in any musicale. A pro- 
gram of song is preeminently the most delightful 
of all musical entertainment, and fortunate the 
artist who possesses not only vocal ability, but 
that indescribable gift called magnetism, without 
which the greatest singers fail. The services of 
such an one are constantly in requisition, espe- 
cially in private gatherings, where song recitals 
have found a permanent abiding place. Among 
the young singers now located in Chicago, who 
can meet all these requirements, Mary Peck 
Thomson stands alone. Her voice is a soprano 
of wide range and delicious quality, with all the 
charm that culture can bring. She has studied 
both in London and Paris, and is skilled in many 
languages, her French songs being especially 
pleasing. Miss Thomson may be engaged for 
entire recitals or for concerts and oratorio work. 
A special pianist is always furnished with Miss 
Thomson. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Daintv Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




IT IS with especial pleasure that this 
1 company is announced. The organ- 
ization must not be confounded with 
any of the choruses hastily put to- 
' gather and insufficiently rehearsed, 
such as are too frequently offered as Jubilee 
Singers. This is a company organized for per- 
manent and serious work, and includes in its 
personnel the very best solo artists among the 
colored race in the north. The company may be 
divided, and the quartettes placed as a specialty 
on miscellaneous programs, or the entire con- 
cert given, at the option of the committees. Noth- 
ing in this little book, it is honestly believed, 
will give more pleasure than the work of these 
singers, and the management earnestly hopes 
that this effort to give Chicago a really excellent 
Jubilee Company, will meet with appreciation and 
encouragement. 

The program presented by the Dixies consists of a fine 
repertoire of music, rich in harmony and varied in selection. 
It is replete with Jubilees, new and old, Plantation Songs, 
Negro Melodies, Camp Meetin* Songs, Comic Darky Songs, 
Negro Lullabys, Vocal Darky Mimicry, Sweet Sentiment 
Songs ; Home, Cabin and River Songs of the old Slavery 
Days ; Comic, Classic, Sentiment Songs of the Southland. 

In choruses, quartettes, trios, duos and solos sung by the 
master voices of the Dixie Jubilee Singers. 



Ferguson's 
Dixie 
Jubilee 
Company 



Voice of a people suffering longr, 
The pathos of their mournful soni;, 
The sorrow of their night of wrong. 



Voice of a ransomed race, sing on, 

Till Freedom's erery right is won. 

And Slavery's every wrong undone. 

— Whittibr. 



AH engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amasement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




THE THALIAN CLUB 



MISS SCOTT 
Mr. Pearson 



Miss Church 
mr. toomby 




SHE Thalian Club has been in exist- The 

I ence for five years, among the pupils JJ**'''*" 
and faculty of the School of Oratory ^*"'* 

I at the Northwestern University. 

I Last spring four of its members were 
given a vacation tour through Northern Illinois. 
The success of the little dramatic company was 
pronounced, and as a result they were booked at 
a dozen Chautauquas, including the mother as- 
sembly at Chautauqua Lake, N. Y. The favor 
with which their work was received at the latter 
point is evidenced in a double recall, the club be- 
ing engaged to appear tzmce during the coming 
Assembly. We take pleasure in presenting this 
quartette of clever and refined artists in a reper- 
toire, which is the result of much sifting of plays 
at the Evanston University, as well as a season's 
practical test before Chautauqua assemblies and 
Lyceum audiences. An evening's program will 
include two or three of the plays. The club is 
permanently located in Evanston, and may be 
secured for evening entertainments in Chicago 
and vicinity during the season. Their repertoire 
is extensive and includes among others — 

A Proposal Under Difficulties, Bangs 

Barbara, Jerome K. Jerome 

Man Proposes, Sidney Grundy 

Lend me Five Shillings 

The Silent System 

A Pair of Lunatics, etc. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Buuding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




T IS quite unusual to find a concert Georgiella 
pianist who, greatly in demand for Lay 
her brilliant solos and charming lec- 
ture-recitals, is nevertheless willing 
to appear as accompanist. The truth 
is, Miss Lay enjoys this branch of her art, and 
since she stands as one of the best American 
ensemble players, her accompaniments contrib- 
ute a large share of an evening's enjoyment. 
During her four seasons with Miss Ellen Beach 
Yaw her solo playing was a source of delight to 
their crowded audiences and her marvelous ac- 
companiments were especially commended by the 
most distinguished critics. For years it was 
supposed she would win her fame through this 
gift, but of late her concert solos have attracted 
so much attention, — her lecture-recitals so often 
have been pronounced "the most successful event 
on our course," — that she is entitled to a hearing 
on her individual merits. Pianists rarely secure re- 
turn engagements, but Miss Lay is one of the 
few. At one of our best Chautauqua Assemblies 
where she has been engaged three successive 
years, her audiences have increased at each lec- 
ture, showing that she possesses the power to at- 
tract and interest those who usually care nothing 
for high-class musical entertainments. As a lec- 
turer her conversational abilities and scholarly 
attainments render her as fascinating as she is 
instructive, while her beautiful lyric playing car- 
ries a charm the key-board too seldom conveys. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
^"'♦e 3T^-tT5, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MISS SCHMOLL 




jT IS with especial pleasure that the oiga 
management presents the name of the Schmoll 
gifted violinist, Olga Schmoll. Al- 
though a very young girl, not yet 
seventeen years of age, she plays with 
the strength and finish of a virtuoso, and her 
mastery of the most difficult of instruments is 
little short of marvelous, when her brief expe- 
rience is considered. During the past year she 
made an eight months tour, appearing as a soloist 
in the principal cities of the United States, with 
a degree of success without a parallel since the 
debut of Camilla Urso as a child performer some 
time in the early '50s. Miss Schmoll is not pre- 
sented as an "Infant Phenomenon," however, but 
as a violiniste of repute and merit, who possesses, 
in addition to genuine ability, the charm of youth 
and grace. Her repertoire is a varied one, rang- 
ing all the way from the Ballade et Polonaise, by 
Vieuxtemps, the 9th Concerto, by Ch. De Beriot, 
op. 104, the Romanze, by Max Bruch, op. 42, 
the Fantasie, from Faust, and kindred selections, 
to "Way down upon the Suwanee river" and 
other simple melodies. In the rendition of bal- 
lads like these she is especially successful, and 
has won the unstinted praise of press and public 
everywhere. Miss Schmoll will remain in Chi- 
cago during the coming season, and may be se- 
cured for entertainments in the city and suburbs. 
A special accompanist is always furnished with 
Miss Schmoll. 

All enxagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




" To hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature." — Shakespeare. j|,£ 

IR. AND MRS. FRANCIS LA- '-•*^*^'" 
BADIE have gained a position so 

I peculiarly their own, and, though still 
young, have achieved a success so 

I brilliant, that in announcing their ap- 
pearance in a series of duologues, by the most 
eminent authors, and readings from both classic 
and modern literary fields, their management 
feels justified in anticipating for them a contin- 
ued cordial reception. 

Mr. and Mrs. Labadie belong to that fortunate 
class of mortals whose mission it is to amuse and 
delight a public that begins to weary of the real- 
ism and lack of romance that marks so much of 
the literature of to-day. They possess a natural 
humor that dances and sparkles through their 
lighter efforts like sunshine, while in the classics, 
nature's fine endowments lend life, vigor and 
color to their work. Their selections cover a 
wide range, from the delicate and airy humorous 
duologues, to the intense and powerfully dra- 
matic scenes from Shakespeare. 

Sample Program : 

"AN ORIGINAL IDEA" 

Festus, a Reader Mr. Labadik 

Stella, an Elocutionist Mrs. Labadie 

"The Wooing Scene" Shakespeare's Richard III 

Gloster and Lady Anne 

"The Trial Scene" . - . Merchant of Venice 

Shylock and Portia 

"A Happy Pair ^. Theyre Smith 

Ferdinand Honeyton and Constance Honeyton 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange' 
Suite 314-3151 Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736* 




MISS KNIGHT 




IHE addition of Miss Knight's name Sara 
I to the group of vocalists completes Knight 
the musical department of this ex- 
change. Miss Knight is a new-comer 
I in Chicago, who has already made for 
herself a brilliant reputation among musicians. 
In quality of voice and appearance she suggests 
the distinguished English contralto, Qara Butt. 
The dramatic force, artistic temperament, and 
rare intellectual grasp of the meaning of her 
songs which she displays, stamp her at once as 
a great artist, and Chicago may be congratulated - 
upon the fac* of her having chosen this city as 
her professional home. Miss Knight is a native 
of South Carolina. For two years she studied in 
New York, then she went to London, where she 
worked three years with Henry Brower (Clara 
Butt's only teacher). She returned to America 
last season, making a tour of the South, which 
was a series of ovations for the brilliant young 
singer. Miss Knight is prepared to give com- 
plete recitals, or to accept engagements for 
Oratorios and for concerts, both public and pri- 
vate. A special accompanist is always furnished 
with Miss Knight. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3i4-3»Si Inter Ocean Building, Chicago, Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. XOBINSON 




IHE craze for vaudeville entertainments Billy 
which began in the continuous-per- Robinson 
formance theatres some six years ago, 
has extended to all classes of society. 
The clubs have adopted the fashion, 
and no season's calendar is complete unless its semi- 
monthly "smoker'' is made attractive with "acts" 
in the nature of variety, while during the season 
one or two high-class vaudeville programs must be 
given for the fashionable " ladies' nights," making 
a pleasing change from the classical concerts which 
have hitherto been the rule. From the clubs the fad 
has extended to private houses, and as an adjunct 
to a dinner, a card party, or an informal reception, 
the professional story teller, the costumed imper- 
sonator, or the vocalist with a bunch of the latest 
" coon songs " has ceased to be a novelty, and has 
become a pleasing necessity. Among the best of 
these " acts " is that of Billy Robinson. Mr. Rob- 
inson is an old-time actor, and his imitations are 
studies from life. He has given his clever musical 
sketch in the best vaudeville houses, and among 
the Chicago social clubs he is well and widely 
known. His " act " is clever and refined, and is 
especially adapted for banquets, amateur minstrel 
performances, and " smokers," as well as the popu- 
lar "ladies' nights" at the clubs. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. AMSBARY 




\0 READER or reciter in these later 
days has made so genuine and unmis- 
takable a "hit" as has this versatile 
and clever young man. To a town 
overrun with entertainers, he came 
unheralded and unknown, "bearing a story'* 
which has been told so often and so well that it 
seemed impossible to compel bored audiences to 
listen to it once more, but that they did listen re- 
peatedly, and that under the spell of his voice 
and manner they forgot that they "were tired of 
readers," is a part of local entertainment history. 
Every club engaging Mr. Amsbary once has se- 
cured him again and again. "I don't believe a 
reader will please; we have had everybody, you 
know," telephoned the critical chairman of the 
Marquette Club entertainment committee. "But 
it is too late to get anyone else for to-night ; do 
try him," answered the dismayed manageress, 
and early the next morning came the verdict of 
the gratified chairman. "We ha\fte never been 
more delighted ; we must have him again for a 
ladies' night; he is fascinating." Oak Park, 
appreciative but always discriminating and crit- 
ical, has presented Mr. Amsbary three times to 
the same audience, and before this little book is 
out of press the date for his fourth appearance 
will be fixed. Mr. Amsbary will devote a large 
part of next season to the professional stage, and 
dates for him are necessarily limited. 



Wallace 

Bruce 

Amsbary 



" Here comes 
the bearer 
of a story." 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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MISS WENTWORTH 




jHE amusement of children, a problem 
so difficult of solution by busy moth- 
ers, is really no problem at all when 
solved as Miss Wentworth solves it, 
with a child's spirit, and a child's 
love. Miss Wentworth's musical and special 
education, warmed through by her rare en- 
thusiasm, gives her work a value which does not 
cease with the completion of her programs. The 
children live gleefully for weeks upon the memory 
of her songs and stories. 

Miss Wentworth conducts children's parties — 
indoor and outdoor — at private houses or at 
clubs, taking entire charge of same. 

Miss Wentworth leads young people's ger- 
mans and furnishes complete programs of chil- 
dren's songs and stories for special entertain- 
ments. 

Original Games 
Old-fashioned Games 
Interesting Children's Stories 
Favorite and Unique Children's 
Christmas and other Holiday Parties 



Pauline 
Wentworth 



Songs, for Birthday, 




** As a blossom opens to the sunshine and warm spring 
rain, so the ear and heart open to those who have the gift of 
story-telling." — Froebel. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Bunding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MR. DAVIES 




IHE greater rewards in vaudeville, and Stanley 
in private entertainment work, have Davles 
tempted many clever actors from the 
dramatic stage. Among the younger 
professionals who have forsaken the 
"sock and buskin" for the quieter but more profit- 
able field of club and parlor entertaining is Stan- 
ley Davies. Mr. Davies presents a unique "act" 
which is entirely original, and which always 
proves a delightful addition to any program. He 
not only impersonates the various characters he 
assumes, but with astonishing rapidity he "makes 
up" for each part he plays, in the presence of the 
audience. A different wig, half a dozen strokes 
of "grease-paint," a change of expression and we 
have an English fop, eyeglass, accent and all. 
Another wig, a few more lines, and a bent old 
man comes to tell a pathetic story to the watch- 
ing audience. The stunt includes several dis- 
tinct impersonations, and is an appropriate diver- 
sion at banquets, clubs, or on miscellaneous pro- 
grams. 

Coaching. — There is a constant and growing 
demand in Chicago and neighboring cities for 
someone who is able to coach for amateur dra- 
matic and operatic performances, and especially 
for minstrel shows, which are a fad at the present 
time among our young men and women. The 
difficulty has been not to find people who knew 
how this work should be done, but to secure a 
man who could impart his knowledge to others. 
Mr. Davies is not only an actor of long profes- 
sional experience, but he possesses this gift of 
teaching in a remarkable degree, and we offer 
him as a reliable, experienced and perfectly com- 
petent coach for all forms of dramatic entertain- 
ment. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-3151 Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. NEWTON 




PURE lyric tenor, is far and away Henry 
the most unusual as well as the most ^^''w 
valuable of all vocal treasures. Mr. Newton 
Newton is fortunate is possessing not 
I only this desirable gift, but in the op- 
portunities which have been afforded him for its 
training and development. A keen intelligence 
and habits of study and perseverance combined 
to assist him in making the most of every advan- 
tage, and the result is apparent in his work. He 
uses his voice with skill and artistic finish, and 
with a fine dramatic effect delightful to the lis- 
tener, and not excelled by any singer now avail- 
able in the city. He conveys the impression of 
being fitted for Grand Opera roles, or for Ora- 
torio w^ork, and his success in Samson and 
Delilah at its production in the Auditorium, his 
work in DeCoster's Oratorio, The Nativity, The 
Crucifixion, and especially in the Mendelssohn 
Club concert (with the Thomas Orchestra) 
proves that this estimate is a just one. As a 
director and a teacher Mr. Newton has met with 
continued success, but it is as a soloist that he 
shines, and this Exchange deems itself fortunate 
in securing his name for a place in this little book. 
Mr. Newton may be secured for concerts, in and 
near Chicago, and for Oratorio work at points 
easily reached from the city. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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MRS. WENTWORTH 




I HE truest and the highest conceptions Mrs. 
I of human life reside in the master- Marlon 
pieces of dramatic literature. To cor- ^''**| . 
rectly and purposefully interpret them * ^^ 
I one must have something more than 
a sweetly modulated voice and the faculty of 
mimicry — one must have a soul. 

Unless the characters selected by the dramatist 
as the vehicles for his inspirational efforts be rep- 
resented by those who attempt their portrayal 
with an ability equal to though different from 
that which conceives them, they must not only 
falter in their intended dramatic effect, but must 
fail in their inspirational mission. 

Mrs. Wentworth's exquisite voice, her pose, 
and her forceful dramatic presence are but the 
excellencies incidental to her long and painstak- 
ing study. It is the sotil quality of her work, — 
what she is, not what she has acquired — which 
enables her to awaken in her audiences a reflec- 
tion of her own poetic fervor. 

PLAYS 

An endless repertory of Shakespearean plays. Old 
English comedies. Dramas of the German mystics. Modern 
plays, including such rare and delicate works as Browning's 
Colombes Birthday; Rostand's Cyrano de Bergerac ; Haupt- 
mann's Sunken Bell; George Eliot's Armgart, etc. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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MISS REID 




IISS REID in a very charming and Agnes 
[ complete manner refutes the popular R«W 
belief that women have no sense of 
humor, and cannot do genuine com- 
I edy. Her "act'' is replete with the 
purest fun and her own evident enjoyment of the 
burlesque situations she presents adds greatly to 
the success of her work. Her imitations of well- 
known vaudeville stars are inimitable, and she 
sings -delightfully in a sweet, cultivated contralto 
voice, which it is a pleasure to listen to. Her 
travesty on the regulation afternoon reception 
where friends of the hostess assist in entertain- 
ing and various amateurs exploit their accom- 
plishments is not exceeded in merit by anything 
ever seen on the local vaudeville stage. Miss 
Reid has been several seasons with comic opera, 
but will spend the coming six months studying 
in the city, and is ready to accept engagements in 
clubs, for lodges, drawing room, and miscel- 
laneous entertainments. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736 
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MISS AT WOOD 




I HE most fascinating of all instru- Elvira G. 

I ments is the harp. When played by a Atwood 
beautiful woman its charm increases a 
hundredfold, but when in addition to 

I youth and beauty, the player pos- 
sesses genuine musical ability, the work is com- 
plete and a genuine pleasure is assured. Miss At- 
wood is a very young artist, but with a record of 
success which is remarkable. For two years she 
has been soloist of the Boston Ladies' Symphony 
Orchestra, the most successful and the most 
widely known of any similar organization in the 
world. Her sweet face and engaging manner, 
coupled with her sterling worth as an artist, speed- 
ily made an opening for her in the esteem of the 
public, which she has held through two long and 
difficult seasons. Miss Atwood plays with skill 
and grace, and displays a technique remarkable 
in so youthful a performer. She will remain in 
Chicago during the present season and may be 
engaged for drawing-room entertainments, re- 
citals, clubs, and miscellaneous concert programs. 
Miss Atwood is the owner of a magnificent harp, 
valued at $i,ooo. 



AH engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3M-3>5. Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MRS. TITUS 




Sl'llING a visit of fourteen months in Mrs. 
Honolulu, Mrs. Titus was enabled Berth* 
through influential friends to see 1^^ 
much of the home life of the 
I Tawaiian people, and to learn of 
many customs which are rapidly disappearing 
forever. Her knowledge of the country is so 
different from that of the average tourist and 
lecturer, whose observations are necessarily 
superficial, that it possesses an absorbing interest. 
Her description of her own housekeeping in the 
Islands, the visit paid the lamented Princess 
Kaiulani, her graphic picture of the raising of 
the American flag over the palace, a ceremony 
which she witnessed, and other scenes and in- 
cidents charmingly told, and we receive a distinct 
impression of the far-away country, which is full 
of interest and charm to all. Mrs. Titus is for- 
tunate in being a brilliant musician, and able to 
illustrate her lecture with many Hawaiian melo- 
' dies, playing the weird accompaniment herself 
on the native instrument, the ukalele, of which 
she is mistress. This adds an interesting feature 
to the lecture, which no one else has ever at- 
tempted. Her complete collection of photographs 
and a rare display of curios assist much in the 
attractiveness of the program. This lecture which 
should really be called an entertainment, is espe- 
cially adapted to clubs, church aflfairs, drawing- 
rooms and schools. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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I OR many years Mr. Frye has been an Edward H. 
established entertainer in New Eng- Fry« 
land, and so much in demand has he 
i been, and -so well filled his time, that 
1 the possibility of new worlds in the 
South and West which he might conquer, never 
seemed to occur to him until two years ago, when 
he made his initial trip through the West. His 
stories were new and his fun was irresistible. 
He made a pronounced hit, and the following 
season he found a warm welcome awaiting him. 
"We are laughing yet," wrote the entertainment 
committee of the Oak Park Club. "We never 
laughed so much," said Hinsdale. Mr. Frye is 
a gentleman of serious demeanor, gentle voice 
and solemn face. Precisely how he contrives to 
throw his audiences into semi-hysterics is a mys- 
tery, but that he does it is a fact. His imitations 
of public men are inimitable. He has caught not 
only the tricks of voice and manner, but he ac- 
tually looks like the people he is representing. 
From Irving to David Harum, from Jefferson to 
Mrs. Brannigan, from Edward Everett Hale to 
the "Boy's Composition on the Hoss," from 
Chauncey Depew to a group of fetching Irish 
stories he passes so quietly and so rapidly that 
you wonder where the magic lies. Mr. Frye will 
be in Chicago during January only. 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Bunding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. SCHOESSLING 




JO instrument possesses the power and Paul 
the fascination exerted by the violon- Schocssling 
cello. The tones are so close to the hu- 
man voice that in the hands of a mas- 
ter the effect is startling, and the per- 
formance exercises a double charm. Mr. Paul 
Schoessling, formerly with the Thomas Orches- 
tra, and last season solo 'cellist with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, during their tour of twen- 
ty-six weeks, is a skilled and versatile performer 
upon this difficult instrument. His work is 
well known in the city, where as soloist and 
teacher he has been absolutely master in the 
field for several years. His success in concert 
both at home and on the road is known to every 
one interested in music, and nothing we can 
say here can add to his reputation. We feel it 
necessary, therefore, only to present his name. 
Mr. Schoessling will spend the coming season in 
the city, and may be secured at any time for re- 
citals, or for miscellaneous programs. 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3i4-3iS» Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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IPPRECIATION for dramatic art is Mr. and Mrs. 
consciously or otherwise implanted in O'Nell 
I every living person. Most people love 
the theater and find lessons for good 
as well as amusement in the per- 
formances they witness. A few with the same 
dramatic instinct in their souls disapprove of the 
play-houses but gratify their tastes by listening 
to "dialogues," "readings," and "impersona- 
tions." After all "what's in a name?" The sim- 
ple farces and one-act plays which may be given 
with few accessories can be presented under the 
guise of dialogues in places when a real theatrical 
performance would be impossible. Mr. J. K. 
O'Neil, a professional actor for many years, has 
recognized this possibility and the accompanying 
demand for such a form of entertainment and 
has prepared a series of charming little plays 
which may be successfully performed in club or 
parlor, and even in schools and on the bare plat- 
forms of the Y. M. C. A. halls. Mr. O'Neil is 
assisted by his clever wife in the following reper- 
toire of comedies : 

A Happy Pair (as played by the Kendalls) . Theyrg Smith 

Baron's Wager Sir Chas. L. Young 

The Rose and the Shamrock A rranged by the O' Neils 

School for Scandal (Quarrel Scent) Sheridan 

After the Honeymoon H. Danvers 

Rip Van Winkle (Kitchen Scene) Jefferson's Version 

The Silent System (as played by Nat (JuudM in) Drey/us 

Drifted Apart Sir Chas. L. Young 

A Morning Call (original) Mr. and Mrs. O^ Neil 

A Pair of Lunatics . . .... JV. R. JValkes 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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MR. WOODRUFF 




ICCEPTING his own modest estimate 
of himself, Mr. Woodruff is "just a 
plain sort of a man" who entertains 
I at societies, banquets, lodges, cluhs, 
I home entertainments and informal 
functions. Mr. Woodruff does not follow the 
line of the mimic or the buffoon, but trusts to 
the subtlety of refined humor for his success. 
The accent, the intonation, the quiet gesture be- 
come the vehicles of his power. He reminds one 
of Artemus Ward in his solemn, unconscious way 
of telling his stories. He never descends to gags 
or puns, but holds his audience by a quiet power 
that is wholly original and irresistible. 

He could make the pall-bearers at a funeral laugh. 
There is" nothing like horse-play about his performances; 
his humor is sparkling and pure as the mountain 
stream. — Portland Oregonian. 

In his line of entertaining, he is the best I have 
ever seen. — Roland Reed. 

His scintillating, spasmodic bursts of genuine humor 
entitles him to the same rostrum upon which Artemus 
Ward sat. As a , gentleman Mr. Woodruff has the 
accomplishment of a Chesterfield. — New York Journal. 

He is a capital good fellow and a humorist of the 
first water. — Ignatius Donnelly. 

He is close to nature, as close as the flowers that 
grow at the forks of the country road; his humor is as 
blithe as a day in the woods, when the gray squirrel 
is tickled with the sun in his eyes, and his wit is as 
sharp as the red haw's thorn. In truth he "catches" 
me. — Opie Read. 

He is endowed with a gift, of spontaneous humor. — 
San Francisco Examiner. 

Press Woodruff did a part as a humorist entertainer 
with a laughing zest that was contagious. — Chicago 
Chronicle. 



Press 
Woodruff 



"A Bundle 
of Sunshine.' 
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I HAT whistling is an art, and has a Robert 
legitimate place in the profession of Chisholm 
music, was first demonstrated by Mr. ^*'" 
Bain. The gift with him was natural, 
his mother declaring that he could 
whistle before he could talk, but it was not until 
he became a member of the University of Chi- 
cago Mandolin and Glee Club and appeared as 
the soloist of that organization, that he seriously 
thought of adopting it as a profession. His work 
at that time was so clever, and so far in advance 
of anything of the kind ever attempted, that he 
found abundant demand for his services, and he 
is now so well and widely known, that it seems 
hardly neccessary to more than mention his 
^name. He occupies a unique position among 
"musicians, being the first person who ever suc- 
ceeded in teaching whistling, which he does most 
successfully, according to musical principles, 
which he fully understands. Mr. Bain is a grad- 
uate in medicine, and a scientific scholar of note, 
and has made a thorough study of his peculiar 
art, his aim being to put whistling on the same 
plane as the voice, the violin, or any musical in- 
strument. 
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MR. VISSCHER 




" I hope I will be as happy all the time in heaven as I have 
been sometimes in Bohemia listening to Col. Will Visscher's 
delightful yams." 

O wrote '"Amber," best beloved and 
longest mourned of all the women 
writers of the West, and that her 
words ring true is attested by every 
one who has fallen under the spell 
of Col. Visscher's clever work. His performances 
are made up entirely from his own humorous 
stories, varied by bits of poetry, all original, and 
all quaint and charming, with a delicious flavor of 
the Sunny South in and through them all. He 
strongly reminds one of James Whitcomb Riley, 
although as he proudly boasts, he is much older, 
both in years and in platform experience. The 
clubs of Chicago know Col. Visscher, and en- 
dorse his work as an entertainer most heartily. 
The two following letters are all that space per- 
mits, but they tell the story of this poet's work 
and worth: 

Ex-Governor George W. Peck of Wisconsin writes: 
'*I consider the entertainments given by my beloved 
friend Will Visscher as about the dearest, sweetest, 
most pathetic, laughable, and generally enjoyable that 
I ever listened to. His impersonations of the late 
George D. Prentice are more than lifelike." 

Opie Read, the famous novelist, says : "Will Vissch- 
er, the poet, is not only an entertainer, but is entertain- 
ing. The brightness and the charm of his fancies — 
his poetry, indeed, serve to make an hour a mere speck 
of time." 



Colonel 
William 
Lightfoot 
Visscher 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
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THE orrUMWAS 



Mr. Weeks 
Mr. Peterson 



Mr. Brock 
Mr. Iott 




lERTAINLY a happier name was Ottumwa 
1 never chosen for a musical organiza- Quartette 
tion than this. Ottumwa — Rippling 
I Water. It is true, however, that the 
significance of the poetic Indian name 
was not considered when the christening was 
done, but rather a feeling of loyalty toward the 
great state which every member of what is now 
the foremost quartette in America then proudly 
claimed as home. This was the chief reason why 
the pretty romantic name was adopted, when the 
quartette began its wanderings seven years ago. 
Since then one of the Iowa men has retired and 
Illinois has furnished his successor, but it still 
remains a Western company, and no similar or- 
ganization has ever made so unique a record. In 
thirty states the Ottumwa Quartette is a house- 
hold word, and presents an unbroken line of suc- 
cesses, extending from Maine to Oregon. Their 
programs are delightfully varied, but the winning 
feature of their triumphant career has been from 
the beginning their splendidly balanced, har- . 
monious quartette singing. No other similar 
organization has ever attained such perfection in 
this particular, and in the interests of good music 
it is to be desired that the "Ottumwas'* may "live 
long and prosper." 
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MR. HOUSTON 




IN ARRANGING vaudeville enter- William T. 
tainments for clubs and banquets the Houston 
difficulty is always to find a stunt that 
is novel and effective, as well as clever 
and refined. To distracted commit- 
tees the "act" known as "The Little German 
Band" has been the most welcome diversion in- 
troduced in years, having all the qualities re- 
quired, and in addition possessing a distinctly 
humorous character as well as musical value. 
This is not an exhibition of ventriloquism, al- 
though Mr. Houston has acquired that accom- 
plishment, and can display it if desired, but is the 
exercise of a curious special gift not shared by 
any other living performer. Mr. Houston imi- 
tates with absolute fidelity a great variety of 
musical instruments, the mandolin, cornet — doing 
triple-tonguing and rag-time, — the trombone, 
*cello, the strange instruments of the Midway, 
and the phonograph. His burlesque of a classical 
overture played by a full orchestra is not only 
extremely amusing, but a remarkable vocal feat, 
the staccato passages for the violins, the mel- 
ancholy tones of the *cello, the shrill piccolos, 
and the growls of the bass horns being sufficiently 
realistic to become startling. The concluding 
feature of the "act," which has given it a name, 
is "The Little German Band." This is an imita- 
tion of an ordinary street band ; the snare drums, 
the cymbals, the comet and the obtrusive bass 
horn, sadly out of tune, are all faithfully repro- 
duced, and even the familiar air they always play 
is not forgotten. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MR. POST 




|T IS very unusual for an "Infant Eugene 
Phenomenon" in any profession to Pw* 
I achieve great success in later life. 
Baby actors are rarely heard of after 
they pass the prodigy age, and a boy 
singer almost invariably loses his voice and fails 
to gain another in its place, certainly not one 
which is of any especial value to him. The most 
careful training and constant watchfulness are 
the only means by which the precious gift can 
be preserved. Mr. Eugene Post, who is now i8 
years of age, is one of the very few boy sopranos 
in the country, who, in losing his beautiful 
childish voice, found another and a better, in his 
possession. This young man has experienced a 
phenomenal career. He began singing when he 
was only four years of age, his first appearance 
being before a great audience of 2000 people in 
a New York theatre. He was called the wonder 
of the age, and a great future was even then 
predicted for him. His voice was carefully 
watched, and he was permitted only occasional 
public appearances ' until he was eight years of 
age, when he was made soloist of the St. James 
church choir in Milwaukee, where he remained 
until the inevitable change came. His voice is 
now a sweet high baritone, of beautiful quality, 
which he uses with perfect ease, and with fine 
effect. He sings ballads only, and his simple 
direct manner makes his work a source of pleas- 
ure to all who hear him. He will pass the present 
season in the city, and is available for concert 
programs, afternoon receptions, etc. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MISS BENEDICT 




JNE of the most charming forms of Hattie 
I musical entertainment is that to which Benedict 
Miss Benedict has given the name of 
"Descriptive Piano Recitals.*' From 
I the standard composers selections 
are taken which are bright and interesting. These 
Miss Benedict describes in a series of stories, 
which clearly and concisely convey to her audi- 
ence the real meaning of the composition to be 
given, literally painting a word-picture, which 
afterward, with the touch of a trained artist, she 
interprets upon the piano. No one who has 
heard Miss Benedict's intelligent and sympathetic 
recitals will ever again complain that "classical 
music is dull." The fascination and interest at- 
tached to this entertainment can only be under- 
stood by those whose pleasure it has been to 
listen to one of her programs. 

A vocalist can always be furnished with Miss 
Benedict if desired. 

SPECIMEN MISCELLANEOUS RECITAL 

( Two Little Preludes .... Back 

The Children's Hour •< Welcome to May .... Schumann 

('Italian Mariner s Song . . Schumann 

Perfection of the Sonata — Sonata , Op . 3 1 , No . 2 , Largo-Allegro Beethoven 

Q««i» 0/^monf,v Fn^mo ( Impromotu E Flat . Schubert 

T^A S..?; niXin^tSJ \ Duetto ^om Songs Without Words Mendelssohn 

and their Originators ^ Novelette, Op. 99 ... Schumann 

The Dance Idealized j^o^onaise^,^^^^^^^^ ; ; ; ; ^A.>J/« 

"Ah, happy time, when music bound in one \ Norwegian Bridal 

Two kindred souls that ne'er were out of tone" \ Procession . Grieg 

( Dragon Fly Nevin 

Poetic Fancies < At Evening Schytte 

(Ghosts Schytte 

"Hark I hark, what sound on the wind is borne; J 

Tis the conquering voice of the hunter's horn; [-LaChasse . Lysberg 
The merry bold voice of the hunter's horn." ) 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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jHE quaint descriptions of homely Hoyt 
1 characters and scenes of rural life by Kinj 
James Whitcomb Riley breathe of 
li)wly content, sorrow exquisite and 
happiness simple and lasting. He 
delightfully pillows his thought upon downy beds 
of flowers and green leaves, in atmospheres fa- 
miliar and all wrapped in words simple as a 
child's vocabulary. His pen pictures divert from 
the bustle of business activity to sweet-scented 
hay fields, wild meadows and golden seas of 
ripening wheat. 

The interpreter must throw himself into the 
depths of Mr. Riley's poetry and ring the changes 
on sentiment from grave to gay, from old to 
young. 

Mr. King, through the medium of these 
sketches and rhymes, introduces that tedious and 
meditative town nuisance, the teller of a funny 
story ; the lazy, loafing lover of nature saturating 
himself with the delights of that best of all the 
year, "Knee Deep in June;" "Little Wesley" 
mingling tenderness, humor and pathos ; the little 
five-year-old telling the thrilling "Bear Story;" 
"The Old Man and Jim;" "The Happy Little 
Cripple." 

His program comprises stories by other authors 
of standing, including Bret Harte's "Ji"^^' "^7 
Grandfather's Old Ram," by Mark Twain ; "Our 
Two Opinions," by Eugene Field, and that serio- 
comic experience of Uncle Ben Williamson, re- 
lated by Thomas Nelson Page. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. BUITERWORTH 




IHE splendid bass voice of this young Harry T. 

I man has been the envy and admira- Butterworth 

I tion of Chicago musicians since his 
first appearance in the city one year 

I ago, and it has been repeatedly said, 
and may be said again without fear of contradic- 
tion, that for strength, range and magnetic 
power, he has no equal among local artists. That 
he will at some not very distant day be one of 
America's great singers is as sure as that the sun 
rises and sets. He has youth, a splendid phys- 
ique, perseverance, and above all he has a rich, 
flexible voice with that intangible something in 
its tones which, for lack of a better name, we call 
magnetism. His magnificent voice is one of the 
features of the service at St. James (M. E.) 
Church, and receives the warmest praise from 
the congregations there, but it is as a singer of 
stirring heroic ballads that he wins most ap- 
plause, and we feel confident that his success in 
this popular line will be instantaneous and last- 
ing. Mr. Butterworth is available for club and 
private entertainments, and for miscellaneous 
programs. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315 1 Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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MR. PITKIN 




FORTUNATE condition, which is Everett 
not shared by all amusement agencies, ^^^^^ 
lies in the fact, that this exchange can 
j always furnish an absolutely reliable 
pianist and accompanist for all occa- 
sions, whether it is a dignified classical score for 
a concert of the highest class, or a rollicking 
rag-time "coon song" for a vaudeville night at 
the club. It is universally admitted that a good 
accompanist is the most difficult of all positions 
to fill. They are born ; not made. There is not 
a singer in the land who will not bear witness 
to the misery a bad accompaniment can produce. 
Mr. Pitkin is presented as an absolutely reliable, 
versatile, and experienced artist, who can at the 
same time furnish a solo number if required. Mr. 
Pitkin is also an organist of ability, who may be 
engaged for solos or accompaniments, either in 
or out of the city. His repertoire for either piano 
or organ is extensive, and his work is earnestly 
commended. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Bunding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736 
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DR. STORKE 




I HOSE who have heard Dr. Storke Dr. E. F. 
concede that, next to visiting a place Storke 
personally, his lectures are to be com- 
I mended. Full of legend, art, history, 
I and poetry, they are unrivaled, while 
he is well qualified to impress his themes upon an 
audience. The lectures contain much of the 
imagery and fascination of style that characterize 
Dr. Storke's novels, and should appeal to every 
intelligent community. They help the student, 
and entertain all ; bringing the world before the 
eye, they prepare one for travel; they connect 
art, poetry and song, with time and place. 

They are not pictures with a few comments, 
but masterly expositions .that hold the listener 
spellbound. Each lecture comprises 150 views — 
exquisite transparencies — from the leading art- 
ists of the world. The last, "A Perplexing Court- 
ship," a story by Dr. Storke, is dramatic and full 
of character sketches, bon mots and sparkling 
dialogues. Illustrated by 300 stereopticon views, 
it keeps one guessing till the end. 

SUBJECTS : 

1 . A Vacation in and out of London 

2. An Excursion to the Stately Homes of England 

3. A Cathedral Pilgrimage 

4. Philippine Problems 

5. A Parisian Outing 

6. The Paris Exposition 

7. A Perplexing Courtship 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736, 




MISS JACKSON 




I HE old proverb as to the fate over- Viola 
taking whistling girls has been dis- Grace 
proved. The only "end" attained by Jackson 
them in the close of the nineteenth 
I century is an agreeable combination 
of a full purse and a far-reaching fame. Our 
grandmothers were mistaken. Since the days 
when Alice Shaw whistled her way into the 
hearts and the pocketbooks of three continents, 
aspirants for a footing in this difficult profession 
have been numerous, and a few have succeeded. 
Miss Jackson is a very young girl, who must be 
counted among the few. Her work is charming. 
The tones she produces are as sweet, pure and 
true as a flute, and her selections range from the 
most difficult arias to simple ballads, which she 
renders with artistic finish and charm. Miss 
Jackson is a thorough musician who has received 
the most careful training, and aside from the 
novelty of her work, it possesses musical worth 
on either a miscellaneous program or one made 
up of classical numbers only. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Buuding, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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UCH is done for children in these 
days. Whole libraries are written for 
them, and their education and wel- 
fare is an ever-present problem. Just 
how to amuse them in .a wholesome 
and happy way is a matter of moment, too, and 
fortunate the entertainer who succeeds in satisfy- 
ing these critical little autocrats. A ventriloquist 
is always a source of delight, and the few who 
are able successfully to practice this are much in 
demand. Mr. Wharton has the natural gift of 
throwing his voice, but practice and study have 
improved this work until he really stands at the 
head of a most unique and profitable profession. 
Mr. Wharton carries with him a complete set of 
marionettes, which add to the realism of a per- 
formance which never fails to delight the chil- 
dren. Mr. Wharton may be engaged for clubs, 
young people's parties, and for miscellaneous 
programs. 



Nat 
Wharton 




All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3i4-3»5> Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MR. TANNEHILL 




I HE regular Lyceum platform is a Elmer 
greedy and insatiable monster. No Tannchlll 
sooner does some clever entertainer 
I establish himself in local circles, some 
I sweet singer make herself known, or 
some instrumentalists or magician become a fa- 
vorite, than down swoops the Lyceum director, 
and presto! the local idol is charming great 
crowds in Maine or in Oregon, in Louisiana or in 
Minnesota, and the distracted "manageress" must 
find some new and promising one to take the 
place of the bird who has flown. During the com- 
ing season, at least two of our best-known local 
entertainers will take permanently to the "road," 
and will not be seen except occasionally. It is 
useless to mourn their loss. We will do better. 
We will congratulate them on their good luck, 
and set about finding new geniuses to enjoy, until 
they too are discovered and borne away from us. 
The king may be dead, but the new king lives. 
"Vive le roi." 

Mr. Tannehill is presented as a new and clever 
aspirant for local honors. He brings youth, ver- 
satility and refinement to the work he has under- 
taken, and he is equally skilled in comedy and in 
pathos. As an entertainer at banquets, in draw- 
ing rooms, clubs and on miscellaneous programs 
Mr. Tannehill will be a welcome addition to the 
"White list." Mr. Tannehill gives many num- 
bers with a musical setting, and a special accom- 
panist is furnished with him if desired. 

All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315; Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




IHE chief difficulty in the way of suc- 
I cessful vaudeville programs in the 
clubs and for private entertainments 
is the impossibility of securing bright, 
I crisp, clean acts. The regular vaude- 
ville agencies handling the talent which appears 
at the local theaters naturally object to the ap- 
pearance of their ''top-liners" anywhere except 
at the regular performances, and put a price 
upon their work which is practically prohibitive. 
The other stunts, given by the less well known 
people, are frequently of so ordinary a character 
that the program results in failure and disap- 
pointment, and the vaudeville nights fall into 
disrepute. Mr, Deagan, although still a mere 
lad in years, is prepared to respond to this very 
general demand from the clubs. His act is novel, 
tuneful and entertaining, and 
his skill in manipulating the 
various instruments he plays 
is little less than marvelous. 
As a specialty for a vaude- 
ville, or a number on a 
musical or miscellaneous pro- 
gram, Mr. Deagan's work 
cannot be excelled. He is 
thoroughly experienced, hav- 
ing been frequently seen at 
the local vaudeville houses, 
but is not permitted to travel, 
except for special single en- 
gagements. 



Claude 
Deagan 




All engagements are made through the I.aura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736, 




MISS TRACY 




I ORE than half the success of any Mary 
musical performance rests with the Tracy 
accompanist. It is a thankless task 
in most cases, for few appreciate the 
absolute dependence the artist must 
place upon the usually unheralded and unob- 
trusive member of the company who sits at the 
piano, and who really makes or mars the per- 
formance. Miss Tracy is presented as an abso- 
lutely "dependable'' accompanist, for either vocal 
or instrumental concerts. She has been espe- 
cially engaged to assist the Lyric Quartette as 
accompanist, but may be secured for concerts 
and recitals in Chicago and suburbs during the 
season. 

She is widely known among the musicians in 
Chicago and her valuable services are fully ap- 
preciated by them. Miss Tracy reads the most 
difficult music and can take her place in any 
company on the shortest notice. 



All engagements are made throueh the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 




MISS WILLIAMS 




jHIS little lady is probably the most Maud 
1 youthful among the vocalists of note, Gage 
appealing for recognition from the ^'"'a™* 
I music-loving public. Although not 
yet 1 6 years of age, she has recently 
won a special Scholarship, in the Chicago Musi- 
cal College, easily bearing away the honors from 
a large number of claimants. Miss Williams has 
a voice of remarkable power and sweetness and 
of such unusual range that she is often called a 
mezzo soprano, although she is classed by her 
instructors as a contralto. She sings charmmgly, 
playing her own accompaniments if required, a 
feat many leading singers are incapable of per- 
forming. Miss Williams is studying in the city, 
and may be secured for church entertainments, 
concert and miscellaneous programs. 



All engagements are made through the I/uira Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago, Telephone Central 2736. 




'HENRI' 




lERY few people realize how much 
I amusement may be derived from the 
throwing of shadows on a suspended 
sheet, with the clever use of the 
hands. Henri is easily the leader in 
this art, in the West. All sorts of animals and 
birds are produced by this clever young man, 
and many curious and amusing pantomimes as 
well. A gentleman goes fishing, catches a fish, 
lands it, catches another, but the fish being large, 
it pulls the gentleman overboard. A policeman 
entertains the maid at the rear door. A young 
man visits his sweetheart, and finds his rival, etc. 
This stunt is especially adapted to children's 
parties. Little people are enchanted with the 
mysterious pictures, and even the grown-ups, 
remembering the "rabbit on the wall" of their 
own youth, enjoy the 
pretty spectacle. In 
addition to the shad- 
owgraphs, Henri is pre- 
pared to give a most 
original act, which he 
calls "The Human Gas 
Jet." This is a very 
remarkable effect, un- 
like any other similar 
attempt, and defies ex- 
planation. Henri can 
be engaged for chil- 
dren's parties, club and 
vaudeville programs. 

All engagements are made throu eh the La um L^ninty Amu^^ment E^cchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Bunding, Chicigo. Tflepliflot Cttnrral 2736. 



'Henri' 
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HAZEL AND ANITA 




and 
Anita 



IHESE two little girls are presented as Baby 
I being, not only clever in their work, Hazel 
but also, that eighth wonder of the 
I world, stage children who are entire- 
I ly unspoiled and unaffected. Their 
act is graceful and refined, their pretty dances 
and songs and "cake-walks" are not excelled by 
any children on or off the professional stage, 
and their sweet manners and childish ways, win 
their audiences at sight. They have a genuine 
love for their work, and enter into the various 
characters they assume with a rollicking earnest- 
ness that is delightful to see. They are, in pri- 
vate, two dear lovable little tots, precisely like 
other children of their age, but in public they be- 
come serious little girls, who set an example oi 
attention to business, which older professionals 
would do well to imitate. Their costumes are 
beautiful and appropriate, varying with each of 
the dances included in their **act.'' Baby Hazel 
and Anita are especially adapted for club pro- 
grams, children's entertainments, lodge work, 
etc. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 3i4-3»5, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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IHE sixteen young ladies whose faces St. James 

] adorn the opposite page constitute the Glee 
St. James Glee Club, the established ^'"** 

I choir of the St. James (M. E.) church. 

1 For any concert or entertainment, 
given in a large auditorium, for some special 
occasion, there is nothing so inspiring as a cho- 
rus of this kind. There is absolutely no limit to 
the power of such music. Political bodies recog- 
nize the 'Value of a kindly chorus,'' and intro- 
duce one on every possible occasion, and that 
more men have been sung into office than have 
ever reached there on their actual merit, is a fact 
which no one will attempt to deny. The St. 
James Glee Club has an extensive repertoire of 
popular, patriotic, and sacred songs, and under 
the direction of their able leader, Mr. Henry 
Willis Newton, they have attained a degree of 
perfection which is not approached by any sim- 
ilar organization in the West. They may be en- 
gaged for any public celebration, where songs 
can be made a feature, and for clubs, lodges, and 
miscellaneous programs. 



All engagements are made through the Laura Dainty Amusement Exchange, 
Suite 314-315, Inter Ocean Building, Chicago. Telephone Central 2736. 
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